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makes a secoud onslaught on us through the medium of our
'oses.

Last year, during the middle of June, the stench was so
terrible that for some time there existed a fear of some great
epidemic from the foulness of the river. Dr. Letheby, in his
weekly report on the health of the City, gives a very clear and
satisfactory account of the manner in which these dreadful ex-
halations so suddenly arose. He says:
" I made a full inquiry into the matter. The water was ex.

amined chemically and microscopically. It was tested at high
and low tides, at, midstream and near to the shores. It was
collected at many places between Isleworth and Greenwich, and
the inquiry was conducted with regularity every day during the
whole time that the river was foul. The general results of the
investigations were, that the river was highly charged with
sewage and sea-water; and that the circumstances which at-
tended or precedled the foeticl decomposition were a remarkably
hot season, a contiinued absence of rain, a diminution in the
public water supply, a flowing up of the oceanic, or tidal sea-
wave, to an unusual height, and the sudden dischlarge of a
large quantity of very offensive sewage from the somewhat
stagnant sewers by a heavy fall of rain; the discharge occurring
about low tide, wlhen, instead of its passing away to sea, it
flowed upwards to the higher districts of the river, and then
oscillated between the extreme ranges of the tide. This last
-fact was particularly observed by Captain Burstall, and this year
he has noticed it again.

" Taking the result of one hundred and seventy-two analyses
of the water wllich were then made, it was evident that the pu-
trid decomposition was kept up by the sewage acting on the
sulphates, etc., of the sea-water; and that the locality or confines
of the decomposition wvas a wave undulating between Chelsea
and Greenwich. At high tide it was at the former place, at low
tide at the latter. The unfortunate situation of the Houses of
Parliament, nearly midway in the range of undulation, was the
cause of their being exposed at all times to the foetid exhala-
tions from the putrid wave, which never passed away beyond
them."
Now it would almost seem as though Old Father Thames

was determined to playa practical joke upon the representa-
tives of the nation. As they have trifled with the question
of Metropolitan Drainage for so many years, and have at
length decided that it was a local rather than an imperial
affair, it does seem as though the old river god in revenge had
determined to fix the undulations of his most unsavoury tide
just before their very doors. He did so last year; and the
joke, if it does not turn out something more, is just com.
mencing again, for the flower of the English nation, like the
Three Kings of Brentford, are smelling at the one nosegay he
offers in the pestiferous halls of St. Stephen's. Sydney Smith
used to say that we should never have safe railway travelling
until a bishop was sacrificed on some ill-conducted line.
Possibly, now that the growing evils of the Thames undulate
so provokingly before the very doors of the senate, government
will begin to think that the danger is at least imperial, and
that something must be done. If the river is so foul now,
what will it be in the dog-days? At the present moment, we
are told by Dr. Letheby that it contains about 97 grains of
solid matter per gallon, of which 61 are common salt, and
rather more than 7 are organic impurities in a high state of
decomposition, and giving off anmmonia with a peculiarly
offensive vapour. He further says that " the water near the
shore is poisonous to every living thing but vibriones and the
simplest of vegetable fungi."

To such complexion have we brought our noble river at
last! It is evident that there is no time to meet this alarming
difficulty by any other than temporary measures. It will be
years before the intercepting sewers will be finished; mean-
while, however, something must be done, and that in the
direction of our old motto," The rainfall to the river, and the
sewage to the land." As we cannot get the monster sewers,
we must manage by means of barges to intercept ancl carry
away our British guano to the fields, rather than allow it to
convert our metropolitan river into a common sewer, and, it may
be the population on its banks into a plague-stricken people.

THE WEEK.

TIlE movement throughout the country in favour of forming
rifle-corps must, we think, be looked upon in an especially
favourable light by all those interested in the public health.
WVe cannot help thinking that the increase which has taken
place within the last hundred years in the long and me-
lancholy list of nervous diseases, is in a great measure to be
attributed to the increased sedentary habits of the population.
Villages have increased to towns, commons have been enclosed,
and the difficulty of obtaining fresh air and exercise has for a
considerable time gone on increasing. The old games of our
ancestors have died out; the shooting at the butt, which once
took place on every village green, has long since vanished;
football, which the 'prentices of London and other large towns
played at even in the great thoroughfares, is now confined to
the great public schools; the innumerable games which came
round on certain festivals, and which make Hone's Every Day
Book still so cheering to the reader, have given place-to what?
-mechanics' institutes ! The clerk, tired with sitting on a
high stool all day, and the shopman, unnerved with fiddling
over haberdashery, and poisoned with the gas, is invited to
invigorate his wearied body and mind by attending classes in
Athenoeums, or by listeninig to third-rate lectures on pneuma-
tics, illustrated by the murder of helpless mice. Now all this
sort of thing is excellent in its way, but we contend that it is
not the way to have strong and healthy Englishmen. After
the stifling duties of the office or shop are done, their inmates
want good air and out-of-door exercise, which will at the same
time amuse the mind, arouse the attention, and brace the
body. We have cricket, it is true; but this is too active a
game for persons above a certain age, and, moreover, there is
not sufficient motive in it to enlist large classes of the popula-
tion. Rifle-shooting, however, supplies all the interest and the
exercise that is required. The formation of corps for this
purpose will, we trust, lead large portions of the population
into the open air, and thereby add vigour to their limbs and
sparkle to their eyes. It is a notorious fact that the race of
clerks and shopmen are amongst the most unhealthy classes
of the population. If our rifle-corps are to be anything better
than narrow cliques, they will be largely permeated by these
classes, which constitute so considerable a proportion of the
able-bodied young men of the middle class. We hail, there.
fore, with great pleasure the re-erection of shooting butts
throughout broad England; and we feel convinced that they
will be instrumental in banishing many nervous diseases which
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baffle the skill of the physician and render the patient misera-
ble and helpless.

Among a number of recipients of the Victoria Cross from
the hands of the Queen, on Wednesday morning last, were the
following two members of the medical profession: -Staff-
Surgeon Antlhony Dickson Home, late of 90th Regiment (now
of a Depcvt Battalion), for persevering bravery ancl admirable
conduct in charge of the woundecl men left behind the columns
wlhen the troops, under the late Major-General Havelock,
forced their way into the Residency of Lucknow, on the '26th
September, 1857.-Assistant-Surgeon William Bradshaw, late
of the 90th R1egiment (now of :32nd Foot), for intrepidity and
good conduct in removing the woundedimen left behind the
column that forced its way into the Residency of Lucknow, on
the '20th September, 1857.

On Wednesday last, John Nichol Watters, alias Dr. Watters,
and Claude Edwards, were examined at the Lanmbeth Police
Court, on a charge of conspiring, with another person, to de-
fraud Mr. Thomas Jones of one guinea. The prosecutor de-
posed that he was a retired tradesmen, andresided at 75, Mount
Street, Grosvenor Square, that he was much afflicted with
deafness and noises in his head, and that, in consequence of
the printed circular prodtuced being given to him by an acquaint-
ance, he, on the 11th or 12th of last month, went to No. 28,
MHount Gardens, Westminster Road, whence the circular was
addressed. He there saw a young man who subsequently said
hlis name was Allen: and on his describing tlle nature of his
complaint, lhe said he was assistant to Dr. Watters, that he had
attended a thousand such cases for the doctor, and cured all;
and that in his (witness's) case he should effect a perfect cure
in a week. He then gave him three bottles of " stuff," and the
slovenly manner in which they were made up, as well as the
careless manner in whlich the directions for use were written,
first led him to suspect all was not right. He was to
syringe the back of his head, neck, and ears with it; but it was
"nasty stuff." Allen wanted him to pay a guinea for it; but
he refused to give more than five shillings. Witness called
again on May the 25th, when he saw the younger prisoner,
Edwards, who represented himself to be Dr. Watters. He
gave Mr. Jones three more bottles of stuff, for which he charged
sixteen shillings. The witness paid a third visit to the house
on Wednesday, when he saw Dr. Watters for the first time.
After asking the nature of his comiplaint he examined his ears.
The defendants gave witness a large bottle, which they wanted
him to pay for; but he refused to do so, observing that the un-
dertaking in the first instance was to cure him in a week for a
guinea, and that sum he had already paid. He then gave both
prisoners inlto charge to an officer who came in. As it was
necessary to make an examination of the " stuff", Mr. Norton,
the magistrate, remanded the prisoners. He lhad no objection
to accept good bail for their appearance on a future day; and if
Dr. Watters, as he called himiiself, was the respectable person
he represented himself to be, he could have no difficulty in
findinig the necessary sureties. The name of Watters will be
recalled to mind in connexion with the "BBennett Gang", who,
it will also be remelubered, employed urine as tljeir panacea.

In reporting, on Mlay 31st, with regard to the examination
by the University of Cambridge of students who were not

members of the University, the Syndics made the followinc,
remarks:-
"The Syndics have much pleasure in drawing attention to

two instances which have already appeared of these examina-
tions being recognised by important public bodies as substitutes
for their own. The Royal College of Surgeons, as appears by
a notice, dated February 10th, 1859, admit without examination
a candidate for the Diploma of Mlember of the College to com.
mence his professional education, if he can produce a certificate
of having passed either the junior or senior examination insti-
tutecd by the Universities of Oxford or Cambridge for those who,
are not Members of the University: and a silmiilar exemption
from their own preliminary examination is concoded by the
Society of Apothecaries."

THE MEDICAL COUNCIL.

BRANCH COUNCIL FOR, IRELAND.

TVednesday, M1ay 1lth, 1859.
Present:-Dr. Leet, in the Clhair; Dr. Williams, Dr. Smith,

Dr. Apjohn, Dr. Corrigan, and Dr. Stokes; Dr. Maunsell,
Registrar.
Read-Letter from the Director-General of the Army Mle-

dical Department, stating that he hatl made a communication
to the principal medical officer in Ireland, who will take the
necessary steps for making the arrangements for Registration
under the Medical Act known to medical officers of the army
serviing in Ireland.

Returns from the Universities of Erlangen and Giessen were
laid before the Council; and the cases of six gentlemen who
have obtained degrees in those Universities, without regular
examination, lhavinig been considered, the Council declined to
make special orders for their Registration.
Read-Letter from the Registrar of the Branch Council for

England, suggesting that the Educational Returns presented
by the Iiish Medical Colleges and Bodies should be printed
in Ireland.
Ordered-That the suggestion be adopted, and that the

Registrar do forthwith proceed in accordance with it; also, that
any supplemental matter whichl the respective bodies may de-
sire to add to their original returns, be printed therewith.

D. J. CoirzIGAN.

lW'ednzesday, Mlay 25th, 1859.
Present:- Dr. Corrigan, in the Cbair; Dr. Snith, Dr. Wil.

liams, Dr. Leet, Dr. Apjohn, and Dr. Stok-es; Dr. Maunsell,
Registrar.
The minutes of last meeting were approved and signed.
Returns were read from the Universities of Giessen, Berlin,

and Paris; and the following gentlemen, who appeared from
the returns to have obtained their degrees after regular ex-
amination, were ordered to be registered:-viz., Thomas Aickin,
as M.D., Berlin; James Jasper McCaldin, M.D., Berlin; Robert
McKinstry, M.D., Giessen, Thomas Neilson, M.D., Paris;
John Ryan, MK.D., Paris.
The Reaistrar having, asked for instructions respecting the

registration of the qualification of Diploma or Licence in Sur-
gery of the University of Dublin, it was
Resolved-That in accordance with the provisions of Clause

27 of the Medical Act, the Registrar be directed to insert in the
Register, the Diploma or Qualificatiol in Surgery conferred by
the University of Dublin, appended to the nialmes of such gen-
tlemen as possess it. JAMEs ArjoHN.
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